CHAPTER III

Tj^ARLIER in this year, 1863, Bismarck took an
^ important Fascist step in establishing the
autocracy of himself and the Grown by abolishing
the freedom of the Press. The Crown Prince and his
wife were at Dantzig, on a tour of military inspection,
when this was announced. Neither of them had
any idea that such a step was contemplated, and she
urged him to write to the King, plainly stating that
he profoundly disapproved of it, and to send a copy
of this protest to Bismarck. The same day the
Biirgermeister of Dantzig, a man of strong Liberal'
views, was to make a speech at the Rathaus, at
which the Crown Prince would be present. He
suggested that he should allude to this measure in
such a way as would give the Crown Prince an
opportunity in his reply of saying how repugnant
such a step was to his principles, and this suggestion
was adopted. The King was justifiably furious at
Hs son's having expressed his personal disapproval
of a measure to which he himself had already given
his assent and ordered him publicly to withdraw what
he had publicly stated. This, with the enthusiastic
backing of his wife, he refused to do, and a violent
quarrel, which set up a permanent estrangement
between father and son, was the result.
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